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I started using the writing coach metaphor one day after
I had stopped to watch our college baseball team prctice.
The coach was hitting flies to the outfielders and everyone
was having a great:time, including the coach. As he Sent'
balls winging off-his fungo bat it occurred tome -that-writing
teacherS might think-apout the spirit in which they -engage
the:r classes. Imshort, is what we are doing any filn?

. "After all,my first concern as a writing teacher is with
helping my stUdents enjoy the act of writing. If it isnt any -

fun, what-point is there in.going on with it?, Has anyone ever
written a paper worth a'reader's tiMe that he ,didn't-enjoy
writing? Successful writers thrive'on 'their work; they Want
to write, even though they May complain that it is'hard Work.
And the discovery Of ideas that the writer only finds while
writing is what makes the process continue to be exciting:,
Donald Murray, a writer who-teaches'writing, has said, "Writing.'
iS a process of discovery through language. This is what the.
student has to understand, what he has to experience himself.
The writer uses symbols--words--and manipulates them to find
out what he-knows and whathe feelS. He writes to discover
what he has to say.";1

By saying that the act of writing can be enjoyable; that
it.should be fun, Idon't mean to Suggest that writing must
never be painful. ,Any effort that requires us to commit the
cohtents of our Minds to-public-view is bound to hurt. But
writing can be a goOd kihd-of hurt. I made a personal dis-
covery of this truth one day 'when I was out jogging, pre-
paring for an amateur long-distance- rade.: At the time, .1
thought long"distande running was something I couldn't,do
And I.was rightuntil I. found that regularpractice ldads
to higher_and higher levels of performance. .After'r got used
to the pain,..1 began to enjoy daily-'running; and then so6n.:
afterward I was hooked.

What this,has-.to do with writing is:clear once we under- t

stancl.that we should be teaChing writing:as:a process. When i

we ask for products, what happens? Our students,try to figure/
out what sort pf product we want. -,They ask, "Whet do-you want
me to say?" :And too often we tellithemby giving the topics;
.for assi_gnments rather/than writing tasks., and by allowing
them to imitate other,- more coMpetent writers whose 'skill they

r

* Presented at the Wyoming'Conference on Freshman and Sophom4e
English, Laramie, Wyoming, JulY 23i. 1976
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